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Unification of Germany and that of Italy
	The unification of both Germany and Italy as new countries started way back in the common cultural basis and linguistic similarity that aided in the process of building national identities for both nations. The two nations took a different path as they offered different ideologies towards their unification process (Marchisio, 2020). However, both Bismarck and Cavour mutually employed Realpolitik policy to win their battles. The two leaders used diplomacy though Bismarck had greater access to military force while Cavour had to cunningly use the France military for his ends. Therefore, Cavour was an opportunist who was able to achieve unification by manipulating diplomacy and international events. Cavour used his influence to achieve liberal administrative reforms. On the other hand, Bismarck acted as a chess master who joined with the liberals to achieve a common end (Dorpalen, 1963). Other than using wars, Bismarck provoked buy undermining the opposing parties using people against the private interests of the nobility and the church. 
Realpolitik and Top-down Nationalism
	Both Bismarck and Cavour represented the concepts of realpolitik and top-down nationalism. Bismarck was a true advocate of the realpolitik concept as he used this concept in achieving his goal to have Prussian dominance in Germany (Yamamoto, 2018). Bismarck was tactical and influential as manipulated political issues, including the issue of Schleswig-Holstein, to oppose other countries to embrace a number of socially liberal policies. These policies include pensions and pension schemes for all employees. This concept has been described by Kipling in his poem, The White Man’s Burden ‘when leaders take care of the needs of the society to temper their terror (Kipling, 1899). While doing so, Bismarck made small changes from top-down to prevent major changes from occurring. Bismarck also used the concept of realpolitik by making a move not to demand territory from Austria after the defeat. This move led to the unification of Germany. 
	Camillo Cavour used the concept of realpolitik to create the nation of Italy by making alliances with France to fight Austria. His territory got Lombardy as a reward for going to war along with France. Cavour used his cunning tactics as Garibaldi overthrew the King of Naples in Sicily. Cavour took advantage of this and took over the liberated territories and named them the kingdom of Italy. Just as described in King Leopold’s Soliloquy by Mark Twain, leaders imposed heartless imperialism in their destructive policies (Twain, 1905). This can be depicted in Cavour’s case as he also involved the British Kingdom as well as the French side of the Crimean War to give international publicity to the cause of the unification of Italy through peace conferences. Cavour manipulated France by making them pledge to support him with their military in case Austria fought back since Austria was the main obstacle towards the unification of Italy. When Austria attacked Sardinia, they were defeated by the French army that fought on behalf of Cavour. Cavour later rewarded France with Savoy and Nice, which was a small reward for military support towards the unification of Italy.
	I tend to believe that Bismarck was the concept of Realpolitik by Bismarck was more effective in the process of unification of Germany as compared to Cavour’s utilization of realpolitik. Cavour seems to utilize diplomacy manipulation to acquire more territories. As depicted in ‘Speech before the French chambers of Deputies’ shows that expansion was everything. Expansion of the territory contributed to the unification of the country (Ferry, 1884). Cavour could not achieve his unification goals without asking for help from Britain and France. Cavour also knew that Austria was powerful, and he could fight her alone. This is the reason as to why Cavour opted to ally with nations with a powerful military base. 
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